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1. Opening of the Meeting

M. Roño Philippine Undersecretary and CPC Chair, welcomed CPC participants to Cebu, Philippines. The Chair acknowledged Philippine-based ICRI Coordinator for Sweden, D. Wilhelmsson (CORDIO), for the technical work he had contributed in co-organising the meeting with the Philippine Secretariat. The chair also thanked the Government of Sweden for co-hosting the Secretariat. 

M. Ståhl of Sida/SAREC (Sweden) thanked the chair. He informed the CPC that Sweden was happy to co-chair the ICRI Secretariat with the Philippines for the next two years and was looking for a successful two-year period. He explained that Sida has engaged the University of Kalmar for technical assistance through O. Lindén, D. Wilhelmsson and D. Souter and that diplomatic responsibility for the Secretariat lay with the Swedish Ministry of Foreign. 

2. Practical arrangements and Adoption of the Provisional Agenda 

An additional item was introduced in the list of the Proposed Resolutions in the Agenda (document 1)

Decision : The CPC agreed to include a discussion concerning the formation of a mangrove and sea grass monitoring network before  adopting the agenda. 

3. Report from the previous CPC in Denpasar, Indonesia in October 2000

B. Salvat (France) called the attention of the body for any amendments in the     report (document 2 ) of the last CPC Meeting before it was to be finally adopted. 

N. Purnomohadi / Suharsono (?) (Indonesia) identified a missing phrase in Item 12.5 of the CPC Minutes   and suggested that the phrase “the Government of Indonesia” be inserted to complete the statement.  

P. Diaz (SACEP) clarified that the next course on Integrated Coastal Management would occur in mid June 2001, and not on the 5th of January, as stated in Item 15.1. 

C. Wilkinson (GCRMN) sought to highlight Item 3. He encouraged the CPC members to register into the ICRI forum, to which A. Hooten (World Bank) seconded. The CPC was informed that several information activities have been planned to improve the flow of information within the website. 

The Deputy Chairman, R. Jara (Philippines), after noting a CPC decision tasking the Secretariat to update the ICRI list of focal points, asked CPC members to submit the names of their national Focal Points, as available. 

 Decisions  : 

( The CPC agreed to adopt the CPC report with amendments on Items 12.5 and 15.1.   

( Emphasis on the ICRI Forum partnership/membership and the ICRI Secretariat’s need

   for  names of respective focal points were noted.

4. 1 Report from the previous ICRI Secretariat - France

G. Verbrugge of the French Ministry of Environment (France) presented the report of the French ICRI Secretariat (document 3 ) and highlighted priority actions taken by the French ICRI Secretariat during the last two years. The French Secretariat sought the assistance of other government representatives in the CPC to put coral reefs on the agenda of various organisations, particularly UNEP, and to mobilise the international community at the highest level. In line with this, it successfully introduced coral reefs into discussions of the Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD), with co-operation from Australia; encouraged the Small Island Developing States (CIDS)  to adopt a stronger stance on coral reef amid global climate change; and pushed for mobilizing the Commission on Bio-diversity and initiating related program, with USA. 

She likewise reported failure to adopt  coral reefs as a priority for the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). She expressed belief on the need to pursue the matter in recognition of the link between coral reef issues to poverty and food.

The communication was reported enhanced through successfully obtaining the assistance of World Bank and ICRAN to develop and maintain the ICRI web site. She reported the distribution of an information leaflet during the Bali meeting, with the help of the Ministry of ? 

The French Secretariat employed a consultant to develop a list of best practices for local adoption by countries and created a database to manage information concerning various projects.  G. Verbrugge sought the help of CPC members to maintain and update the database.

4.2 Report from the Joint Secretariat

O. Lindén (Sweden) reported the activities so far accomplished by the partnership between  Sweden and the Philippines. At the international level, it has successfully promoted coral reef issues at the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) meeting held in Montreal, Canada in February and has successfully introduced coral reef issues into discussions held at the Governing Council negotiations in Nairobi. The  Secretariat has successfully worked on the preparation of the East Asian Regional Workshop and the CPC, the reprinting of the ICRI brochure and updating of the ICRI list of contacts, specifically in the East and South-east Asia regions .

Report on the Regional Workshop for East Asia Output

R. Jara presented the action points (document 4) drafted during the Regional Workshop for East Asia as part of the report of the workshop. R. Kenchington suggested that the report be forwarded to COBSEA, as the implementing agency in the region, for comments.

Decision: In a consensus, the CPC accepted the result of the Regional Workshop for East Asia subject for further comment and adoption in the next CPC. The report will be forwarded to COBSEA after full acceptance by the CPC. 

Stating of the next CPC

Decision: The next CPC will be in Maputo, Mozambique between the 29th and 30th of November prior to the COP Meeting. Lead organizers are the East Asia Regional Seas and CORDIO.

First Announcement: Hosting of the next ICRI Regional Workshop and Secretariat

In a formal letter signed by Franklin McDonald of NEPA, Jamaica has offered to host the Regional Workshop for the Caribbean in the first quarter of 2002. Jamaica, through F. McDonald, also  expressed interest in chairing the next ICRI International Secretariat after this biennium.

5. ICRI Programme of Action 2001-2002- discussion and adoption

E. Gomez (Philippines) presented the two-year (2001-2002) Programme of Action for ICRI

(document 5 ) 
designed to further the Action Agenda developed during the Regional Workshops in Dumaguete in 1995 and ITMEMS in 1998. The Joint Secretariat’s Program of Action was partly adopted from the previously developed Program of Action by the French Secretariat, with significant revisions and updates on many points. 

He presented the 12-point Program of Action of the current Secretariat. The CPC body was advised to discuss only the new points in the Program of Action for 2001 to 2002, which had been developed from the action plan of the previous Secretariat. Redrafting, necessary rewording and inclusion of additional points on Item nos. 2, 5, 6, 9 and 10 were properly incorporated to cover all relevant areas in this term’s action plan.

Decision : Following an open discussion on key points of the document, the Program of Action for 2001-2002 was adopted by the CPC.

6. Program of activities ITMEMS 2

R. Kenchington informed the CPC that ITMEMS2 is a major program of the new Secretariat. ITMEMS 2 will be held to address the specific needs of reef managers. Report on the past  ITMEMS was recorded as generally successful. A survey (document 6) has been started out to evaluate the success and lessons learned from ITMEMS1. The survey is designed to help decide on the major themes that need to be addressed during ITMEMS 2, identify case studies and other suggestions for the facilitation. 

Previous problematic issues related to ITMEMS were recorded as those concerning the organization of the symposium and arising global political issues that influenced writing ICRI statements acceptable to all and the usual networking, mentoring and encouragement  for ground level managers. R. Kenchington presented the proposal (document 7) for the design of ITMEMS2 and tentatively scheduled the holding of ITMEMS2 in the Philippines next year.

Decision  : After discussions on the value-added benefits of holding ITMEMS 2 and a financial support to come from the ICRAN program, the CPC concurred the formation of an advisory committee consists of the following: the Joint Secretariat, E. Gomez (Philippines), R. Kenchington (Australia), B. Tobias (USA), G. Verbrugge or B. Salvat (France), M. Wilson (ICRAN), with assistance from J. Oliver (ICLARM). ITMEMS 2 has been set in October 2002 in Manila, Philippines.

7. ICRI Partners

G. Verbrugge drew the attention of the body to the issue concerning ICRI’s formal membership. Arising problems were noted as ICRI membership expands, which include, among others, representation of individual countries, particularly the developing ones. The formation of a small working group to develop some guidelines for ICRI membership was suggested. The group will report to the next CPC any discussions on the matter. 

B. Salvat expressed the need to look more carefully at the membership of the CPC, with consideration on the proposed resolutions also aimed at the international bodies. Knowing the proponents and the voting procedures used for adoption of any resolution were suggested to be looked into closely. 

An exchange of ideas on whether the CPC membership must be formalized or not went on. B. Tobias (USA) and C. Wilkinson (GCRMN) expressed little concern in formalizing the CPC vis-a-vis its flexible nature, being informal,  allows CPC to enjoin new members, provide coral reef forums and facilitate networking. C. Wilkinson noted that the Resolutions, not binding for any country, are passed as recommendations by consensus and can thus be used upon their own discretion. G. Verbrugge (France) pointed out that government representatives adopting resolutions must act upon instructions issued by their government. M. Stahl (Sida) suggested the need to investigate the functions of the CPC and other future challenges first if a working group on this would be created. R. Trono (WWF) concurred.

E. Gomez proposed the formulation of a general term of reference (TOR) for membership that will be discussed and if necessary, adopted.

Decision : 

(The Secretariat will investigate the procedures in conducting the CPC, developing the

  agenda and resolutions and inviting CPC participants. The draft guidelines will be

  circulated while, if necessary, a formal committee will be decided upon to design formal

  guidelines.

( Following the acceptance of ICRI invitation for partnership, the CPC welcomed the Food

  and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Oceans Institute (IOI) as new

  partners of ICRI. 

A. Cruz (FAO- Philippines) requested a formal presentation by the Joint Secretariat of ICRI to its senior officials, through the FAO office in Manila, to further formalize the partnership. It also called for the recognition of ICRI as an international non-government organization (NGO) to be represented as an observer in the COFI meeting . 

8. Report on ICRI Networks

8.1 ICRAN 
M. Wilson reported that during the start-up phase last year, ICRAN (document 8.1) has worked on training activities in the Caribbean and assessment, review and prioritization of MPAs in East Africa. ICRAN has also pursued the establishment of a governance structure with a board and a project co-ordination unit. Starting June, ICRAN is entering the action phase with a UNF grant of $5 million to be matched up by the network. M. Wilson informed the body of the involvement of three (3) Secretariat members in the steering committee. ICRAN sought the CPC nomination for an ICRI representative to the ICRAN Board who is a representative of an NGO and member of the scientific community. A formal launch of ICRAN in September to the reef community has been slated in September. 

G. Verbrugge (France) requested for ICRAN’s report to help identify suitable candidates among the CPC participants. M. Wilson informed the body that information documents, including the Strategic Plan, are available at the ICRI Forum site. A more synoptic minutes of the Steering Committee meeting and other dialogues will be prepared for circulation. G. Verbrugge and N. Hornby (UK) requested for a quick presentation on the minutes, objectives, role of the board and related information to help in electing a candidate.  

Heeding the request, A. Dahl presented a brief outline (document 8.2) of the role of the board of ICRAN. The Terms of Reference (ToR) and the membership of the Board of ICRAN was also presented. The ICRAN board composition has a flexible design to address potential problems. N. Hornby expressed concern over the gap in developing country representation to the Board. The CPC was informed of two CPC members, E. Gomez (Philippines) and R. Kenchington (Australia), previously identified as potential candidates for the ICRAN Board by the ICRAN Steering Committee. E. Gomez informed the CPC of his being more a representative of the scientific community.

Decision  :

( The CPC agreed through a consensus and elected R. Kenchington as representative to

   the ICRAN Board.  He will hold the position for one year, after which he is to vacate

   depending on the results of findings of the CPC Procedures Committee. The schedule

   of the next election shall be determined.

( Through a consensus, a sub-group has been constituted to develop guidelines for CPC

   procedures: ICRI Secretariat, R. Kenchington. A. Hooten, J. Oliver, B. Tobias, D. Obura,

   G. Verbrugge and N. Hornby. 

( The CPC requested the groups to meet and talk on how they will discuss

   their concerns within their respective groups.

( ICRAN has been welcomed into the CPC partnership as an operational unit of ICRI.

( ICRAN pledged to develop a project matrix of ICRAN projects accessible at the

   website to foster links and partnership with other programs.

8.2 GCRMN  

C. Wilkinson ran through the major highlights of activities (document 9). The GCRMN produced the Status of the coral reefs of the World 2000. Acknowledgements were expressed to major donor agencies who helped in the publication of the book. The  GCRMN also published a socio-economic manual with support from NOAA. The book was reported as having wide use in South Asia. The GCRMN, as part of the ICRAN bid for money, will strive to strengthen its regional network. A GCRMN application to the SPREP AND UNDP to fund a Pacific regional co-ordinator is underway.  Regional co-ordinators in the Indian Ocean, South eastern and Eastern Asia and the Caribbean and Atlantic are also being eyed. Taking note of its recognition by major international stakeholders as an independent network that assesses coral reef projects, an ICRI investigation on mechanisms to form a parallel network for monitoring mangrove and seagrass habitats was recommended.

8.3 CORDIO 

D. Obura presented a brief report on CORDIO. 

9. Progress and Plans of Regional and International Organizations

9.1 ICLARM (The World Fish Centre) 

J. Oliver outlined the focal and programme areas of ICLARM. ICLARM has been working on the Solomon Islands and the Caribbean. He also reported on ReefBase’s (document 10) theme, partners and its new vision to be the most comprehensive coral reef information source. ReefBase is concentrating more on presenting assembled materials rather than raw data via the Internet. Reports from other programmes (e.g. GCRMN and CORDIO) have been put up while a facility for new inputs from outside sources has been provided. Reefbase has added a level GIS maps that allows users to overlay maps from several courses to do new analyses. J. Oliver sought for formal CPC endorsement of a committee to coordinate Reefbase information. 

9.2 UNEP 

A. Dahl reported UNEP’s (document 11) move of placing coral reefs to its priority through the formation of Coral Reef Units within the program. In addition, the coalition of the major research programmes such as the ITBP and the World Climate Research Programme have created a coherent structure to observe and monitor the world’s climate. A coral reef theme will be developed during next year to year in half within its framework. A number of experts from USA and France have been identified and nominated. Organisations like GCRMN and ICLARM are already involved. He requested the CPC assistance to identify potential experts in the use of satellite imagery for coral reefs, or the integration of satellite and NC2 imagery and involvement in the preparation of the theme.  

9.3 PERSGA 

F. Krupp tabled PERSGA’s report (document 12) that highlighted close co-operation with ROPME and ROPMA, its sister organizations.  He reported that ROPME and ROPMA cover the Arabian Seas region including the Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, Gulf of Oman and the Arabian/Persian Gulf. The region supports a great number of globally important reefs in terms of biodiversity and endemism. High levels of anthropogenic and natural threats were reported in these areas. A regional action plan covering the Arabian Seas region was developed by Saudi Arabia’s National Commission for Wildlife Conservation for ROPME (Regional Organisation for the Protection of the Marine Environment) and PERSGA (Regional Organisation for the Conservation of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden). The regional action plan defines priority actions within six major objectives aimed at controlling the major impacts: integrated coastal zone management, marine protected areas, ecologically sustainable reef fisheries, impact of shipping and marine pollution, research monitoring and economic valuation and education and awareness; and addresses relevant issues. The summary of the Action Plan will be distributed to the participants. The action plan will be implemented from 2001 to 2004 through PERGA, ROPME and national working groups, with a steering committee to do the initial co-ordination. The regional action plan, in its first draft, was developed parallel to ICRAN’s strategic plan. Acknowledgements were accorded to C. Wilkinson, A. Hooten and R. Kenchington for guidance.

9.4 East Asian Seas (EAS)

H. Kirkman reported major activities conducted by the EAS (document 13) through the budget provided by the US State Department. In May 2000, a workshop was held. The results, published for use in the region, underscored the following important findings: a) different levels of monitoring being conducted per country or NGO conducting the activity; b) the need for more co-ordination of data collection and management, with necessary assistance from ICLARM; c) geographic coverage of monitoring limited to certain locations; d) many places remain unmonitored while analysis and results generated from the sites monitored do not actually reach its people; e) and inconsistencies in the methods used. The following requirements were also identified: the need for a regional network; and the need to prioritize training. 

A media tour and formulation of a community development plan  was conducted in Thailand. 

At present, monitoring activities are being conducted in China, Indonesia, Philippines and soon in Cambodia. The preparation and development of the status of the East Asian Seas for the GCRMN is underway.  

Last year a booklet was produced and translated that into three languages. Together with ICLARM and other databases in the region, the EAS is developing a network of databases. It has assisted START, funded by GEF, NOAA, UNDP, UNEP, in the collection of metadata on coral reefs in the region. 

A meeting on the restoration of coral reefs and MPA, to be co-organized with ICLARM,  has been planned. He expressed hope on having its activities to be part of the ICRAN network and its  $32 million GEF project with a large coral reef component. 

9.5 South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

M. Power reported (document 14) coral reef countries covered by the programme. It includes 22  small island developing countries, Australia, New Zealand, France and the USA. Since the last CPC, SPREP has established four sub-nodes in the Pacific: the Micronesia node with a full time co-ordinator based at the Palau International Coral Reef Research Centre and is funded by the US; the west-central Pacific node co-ordinated through the University of the South Pacific and funded by the Government of Canada; and the French Polynesia node with Dr. B. Salvat (France) as co-ordinator. A regional workshop was slated in August to develop a work programme for the next three years, among other things.  

SPREP held a Regional Workshop in Fiji in February, which covered the level of marine ornamentals trade across the pacific island nations. M. Power also reported that the  Strategic Action Plan for International Waters has been initiated with the SPREP managing the Coastal Watershed component of the $20 million GEF funded project  for the Pacific. 

9.6 IOC 

N. Cyr informed the CPC of an IOC ad hoc study group meeting on indicators of coral bleaching and their subsequent effects. This has been established to develop possible molecular, cellular and physiological and community indicators of coral bleaching that rely on their ability to determine early stress signals. The first meeting was set in Paris between the 9th  and 11th of April (document 15).
9.7 SACEP 

P. Dias reported on SACEP (document 16) membership and the four major areas of priority: ICZM, development and implementation of national and regional oil spill contingency planning, human resources development through strengthening of regional centres of excellence and land based sources of marine pollution. SACEP’s major project activities are funded by the UNEP office in Nairobi to the value of $100, 000. Among them are: ______ . In addition, a project on the development of different criteria for the different uses of sea water will be implemented later this year with aid coming from the Norwegian Water Institute (NIWA).

Under the GPA activities, SACEP held a South Asian Seas workshop where national and regional action plans were developed by attending countries. A strategic action plan has also been developed in collaboration with the GPA to identify socio-economic opportunities and benefits related to sewage. Following the Regional Seas Co-ordinators meeting held recently in Monaco, the South Asian Seas region has been identified to participate in a new project that will focus on economic sectors at the cause of coastal and marine habitats. The GPA has allocated US$75 000 to the Government of Sri Lanka to develop a pilot action plan to protect the marine environment from land based activities.

In addition, SACEP has been mandated to promote GCRMN at the regional level as its South Asian node.  P. Diaz expressed continued support to GCRMN activities and informed the CPC of its involvement with CORDIO activities. 

9.8 UNEP- Caribbean 

A. Nilsson reported on behalf of Alessandra Vanzella-Khourri and relayed apologies from her. The UNEP Regional Coordinating Unit (RCU) is largely involved in training management trainers of marine protected areas (MPAs). The programme began in 2000 with the development of a training manual and CD-ROM in English and Spanish. Two training courses were held following this which were subsequently followed by local training courses in support to the trainers. A. Nilsson reported a plan to hire a project manager to co-ordinate ICRAN activities within the Caribbean and assist in the co-ordination of GCRMN activities within the region. Consultations with GEF, IUCN and the Nature Conservancy to develop a five-year GEF proposal is ongoing to sustain such activities, which will be closely co-ordinated with the ICRAN activities. The Caribbean RCU, in collaboration with ReefCheck, is planning a training workshop for the region in the next two months (document 17).
9.9 East African Regional Seas 

R. Payet reported (document 18) on the unit’s participation in the first phase of ICRAN activities, which has been completed recently. A number of national workshops were organized within the region which served as venues for discussion among MPA managers. An evaluation of the socio-economic opportunities in regional sewage assessment for UNEP GPA was undertaken. Payet relayed to the CPC a GPA statement on the need for collaboration on the impacts of land-based activities, like sewage, on coral reefs, particularly sewage. At present, an internet based map server for coral reefs in the region is under development with WCMC.  It is also coordinating its role with SEACAM, CORDIO, EU and WIOMSA. 

9.10 UNEP - WCMC 

E. Green informed the CPC of the completion of the World Atlas of Coral Reefs available starting the 1st of August. The WCMC has been collaborating with the Marine Aquarium Council (MAC) to gather, standardise and harmonise data on marine aquarium trade. At present, it has obtained data from approximately 20 wholesale companies of marine ornamentals leading to the establishment of a global marine aquarium database, to be available online later this year. A PADI funded database of user fees collected on MPAs in the Caribbean and the use of MPAs has been created with the analysis of collected data started recently. It has also completed and started analysing the NOAA funded review of fisheries no-take zones in the wider Caribbean and has made available a UNEP-WCMC data sets and maps on MPAs and coral reefs for the East African, Caribbean and very soon, the South East Pacific regions (document 19). 

9.11 Reef Check 

G. Heiss briefed the CPC on the scope and functions of ReefCheck (document 20). He reported the global monitoring group is working with its new partners: NOAA, USAID, UNEP-RCU, RAMSAR and IUCN.  Reefcheck is in close collaboration with WWF for the setting up of a regional training center in Thailand. As part of its accomplishments, it has obtained data from China and has established new sites in Myanmar.  It is also targetting to promote a network of coordinators in various regions.

9.12 ICRI Forum
A. Hooten reported growth in the membership of ICRI members registered in the forum. Registered members are allowed to establish Kiosks within the ICRI partner section  that provide meta-data sets, links and allows posting of related information within their web pages. An information resource template has been completed for an improved use of the posting feature. ICRI Forum is likewise trying to establish a network of administrators, including the Secretariat, to avoid a bottleneck in the distribution of information. He acknowledged the French Secretariat’s decision to station F. Staub in Washington to co-ordinate administrative activities associated with the forum (document 21).

Decision: 

( CPC Members not yet registered were encouraged to establish Kiosks within the

   ICRI Partner section of the ICRI Forum.

( E. Gomez encouraged future CPC Progress Report presentors to submit a more formal report to CPC for website posting and limit the organization’s report to coral reef related topic and accomplishments, rather than entire organizational history. 

( Apologies were relayed from RAMSAR and IUCN for not being able to attend the CPC.

  The CPC was informed of an IUCN effort to revive its marine programme. Update on any

   progress in the  said effort was sought. 

R. Kenchington informed the CPC of the current upgrade of the IUCN programme. He reported  that the transfer of the current marine programme from Washington to England is in place. T. Berg from the Sri Lanka office is assisting that transfer and the recruitment process for the marine programme officer is underway. 

9. 13 MAC 

P. Holthus drew the attention of the CPC to the set of standards and certification system being developed to ensure sustainable collection and commerce in corals, fish and other aquarium species.   The draft on the standards of practice is available at the website for comment. A series of activities to operationalize the certification system has been carried out in time for the second half of the year, as targeted. He also reported on its partnership with GCRMN, through ReefCheck,  in developing a monitoring protocol to establish a series of scientifically accepted ways of tracking information on coral reef harvests and relate them to the practices stipulated in the certification. Members were encouraged to put people engaged in monitoring and research of aquarium trade in touch with MAC.  The establishment of a scientific and monitoring committee is underway. Another partnership with UNEP-WCMC to develop global trade database, building on its role for providing database of trade corals for the CITES, is in place (document 22). 

9.14 UNEP DTIE Paris
G. Verbrugge relayed to the CPC body a UNEP (Paris) request for an ICRI scientific evaluation committee to help review communication tools that are scientifically acceptable for its campaign in the Caribbean and the use of ICRI logo. Concerns have been raised with regard to the use of ICRI logo, which requires some accreditation and suitability to the ICRI agenda.

Decision: An official communication from the French Office has been sought as basis for requesting the ISRS to become the scientific evaluation committee.

10. Resolutions and Decisions Adopted











11. Country Reports on National Committee

11.1 France 

B. Salvat reported that the IFRECOR is associated with the ministries of environment and French overseas territories.  The French coral reef initiative holds an annual committee meeting, with this year to be held on December in Martinique. Reports are distributed to each focal point. There are separate national and local strategies for coral reefs. Experiences and similar problems across the region are shared by and coordinated among national committees during annual meetings (document 23). 

11.2 Japan 

K. Osada reported the establishment of an International Coral Reef Research and Monitoring Centre in Okinawa in May, which houses a branch office of the Ministry of Environment.   Monitoring activities have been started. Four demonstration areas and about 200 annual monitoring sites were set up around Ishigaki and Iriomote island. At present, an ICRI national committee does not formally exist. However, a committee, which held its first meeting in April, was formed to  determine the role of the coral reef centre (document 24).

11.3 Malaysia 

A. Azahari stated the formation of a national advisory committee on the marine parks of Malaysia in the absence of a national ICRI committee. The advisory committee pursues all the ICRI action agenda and resolutions adopted by the CPC. At present, three different projects have been managed. The first probes marine parks’ biodiversity and is funded by the UNDP and GEF. The second, funded by IPPA (?), focuses on coral reef rehabilitation program. The third is a collaboration project between the DOF and the Marine Institute of Malaysia. A fourth project, under proposal, aims to map the coral coverage in 40 islands declared as marine parks. The National Policy on marine parks is being reviewed (document 25). 

11.4 Tanzania 

J. Daffa reported that Tanzania has been undertaking monitoring of coral reefs and capacity building activities with help from Sida. Most coral reefs within Tanzania are under protection either by law or by local ICZM programmes. Under the national ICZM policy, developed with assistance from the USA, a technical working group was formed to facilitate the flow of communication. It has the same function as a National ICRI Committee. Other coral reef related advances were reported, including the USA-supported production of the “State of the Coast” soon (document 26) 
11.5 Thailand 

S. Sudara stated that Thailand is actively monitoring reefs within the Gulf of Thailand and in the Andaman Sea. A report on coral reef condition has been produced by the Fisheries Department. Academic insitutions are also actively involved with reefs. He reported that there is a need for  establishing coral reef management guidelines and ICZM to address MPA problems brought by tourism; and the need for more qualified marine scientists to work on coral reef problems. He welcomed any future inquiries and research by interested parties on Thai reefs (document 27) 
. 

11.6 Indonesia 
N. Purnomohadi reported the establishment of a National Coral Reef Policy Framework. She stressed the need to have balance between conservation and utilization of coral reef resources aggravated by poverty conditions in the country.  At present, coastal zone management methods have been widely disseminated within its demonstration sites. A multi-sectoral program known as COREMAP has been started since 1998 and will go on for 15 years. Action plans are also formulated and coordinated for government agencies (document 28). 
 .

N. Purnomohadi suggested that more would be achieved in terms of on-the-ground activities if CPC would focus its discussions on the results of the Regional Workshop held prior to the meeting.

11.7 Mexico  

G. Horta-Puga  informed the CPC of the creation of the National Commission of Natural Protected Areas to co-ordinate protection efforts in Mexico. He reported on the approval of the World Bank-funded Mexican Barrier Reef Project. It includes a 15-year program of regional and national level activities. The project will fund 15 MPAs for the development of management plans and establishment of monitoring programmes. It will also provide basic equipment and infrastructure, develop reliable database, promote sustainable fisheries and management,  facilitate sustainable coastal and marine tourism, develop an environmental awareness drive and educate coastal communities (document 29).

Mexico has been formally invited into the GCRMN by C. Wilkinson.

11.8 USA 

______ reported the establishment of a national coral reef education and outreach fund. __ also reported positive advances in terms of government support with the passing of the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 in December and other related  progress like the creation of a national programme within NOAA and giving the task force a strong consultative role. The Congress is requesting for a national coral reef action strategy that builds upon efforts by the US Task Force. It has passed an Oceans Act in 2000, with domestic and international elements, to promote stewardship of the ocean and its resources. The north-west Hawaiian islands has been designated as coral reef ecosystem reserve. It encompasses about 70% of all coral reefs in the US (document 30).

11.9 Australia 

V. Chadwick informed the CPC that GBRMP has grown in area with many of the 18 areas now included. As of 1st of January this year, the east coast trawl plan has been effective within areas covered by GBRMP. It is a tripartite arrangement among commonwealth government, the state government and the commercial fishermen to buy out effort from trawl fisheries. It has by far achieved 15% immediate reduction in effort,  with an agreement that 70% of that effort will be the in World Heritage areas. The inclusion of by-catch reduction devices and turtle exclusion devices are now mandatory. The GBRMP has introduced new aquaculture regulations to regulate aquaculture discharge and minimise negative impacts. It has developed a Dugong necropsy manual and is currently developing a representative areas programme to secure highly protected areas that represent the range of biodiversity within the GBR (document 31). 

12. Other business

Sweden drew the attention of the CPC to the issue of intellectual property rights related to genetic resources in and around coral reefs. He encouraged discussion of the issue on future CPC. World Bank informed the CPC of its past hosting of workshop and conference to the address the issue.  

Decision: The group from Sweden was requested to conduct a small study and present a paper on the issue on intellectual property rights.

On a related issue, E. Gomez informed the CPC of existing fisheries administrative order in the Philippines that says “Don’t touch the corals” enforced even for scientific purposes. He raised that it is a result of misinterpretation of the purpose of CITES. He suggested sharing the content of the order to make sure the intent of coral reef conservation is properly addressed. R. Payet suggested balance in implementing such policies and proper consultations between government and stakeholders as a solution. A. Dahl further suggested the development of an appropriate text for “model exceptions” by the created Working Group on trade issues, to which the group concurred. R. Payet  proposed having a group to look at global approach from legal and policy perspective. The CPC was informed of related undertakings on analysis of country policies and legislations within ICRAN and an available database concerning the Pacific and Southeast Asia in Australia. 

13. Upcoming Coral reef related Meetings and Workshops 

USA announced the holding of a small workshop on international coral trade in Jakarta, Indonesia on the 9th to 13th of April.

14. Closing of meeting (17.00)

The CPC Chair gave thanks to all CPC members and participant for their presence. He likewise extended his acknowledgments to the services provided by the Secretariat and participating agencies and organizations. 




Decision: After introduction by E. Green (UNEP-WCMC), the CPC agreed to  redraft the resolution and adopted the document as CPC Decision on Global Monitoring of Seagrasses and Mangroves. E. Green, US, EAS, GCRMN and France formed the redrafting committee.











No Anchorage Areas





( Decision: After introduction by the USA, the CPC Decision to Create a Virtual Working Group 


  to Develop Guidance on IMO No-Anchoring Areas was adopted. 





( The CPC agreed to form a working group, to be chaired by Lindy Johnson (USA), to design 


  guidance for coral reef managers on the substantive and procedural aspects required to submit a 


  proposal to IMO for the establishment of no-anchoring areas. 











�





Coral Reef Restoration Techniques





( Decision: After introduction by R. Kenchington (Australia), the CPC agreed to redraft the 


  document and adopted it as CPC Decision on Reef Restoration. R. Kenchington, SPREP, 


  CORDIO, EAS and Reef Check formed the redrafting committee. 





( The CPC also agreed in the development and publication of the handbook on reef repair. 











Rio+10





( Decision: After introduction by the UK, Sweden and France, the CPC agreed to redraft the 


  document and adopted the CPC Resolution on Coral Reefs and the World Summit for 


  Sustainable Development in 2002. The UK , France, Sweden and Indonesia formed the 


  redrafting committee.





( G. Verbrugge informed the CPC of the Rio+10 procedures and dates of  meetings leading to the 


  said event.














( Decision: After introduction by C. Wilkinson for T. Done (ISRS), the CPC Resolution on


  Sustainable Fisheries and Food Security was adopted. The GCRMN, SPREP, France, and UK


  formed the redrafting committee.














Economic valuation of coral reefs





Decision: After introduction by N. Hornby (UK), the CPC adopted the resolution as CPC Decision on Determining the Economic Value of Coral Reefs to User Communities. UK, France, Sri Lanka, USA and Sweden formed the redrafting committee.   





( Decision: The CPC Decision on the Formation of an Information Coordination 


   Committee was adopted. It was endorsed by J. Oliver (ICLARM). 





( The CPC agreed to take the adopted decision as a matter of discussion to the next Information Coordinating Meeting. It has sought the reclassification of its functions.








Destructive Fishing





( Decision: After introduction by the USA, the CPC agreed to redraft the resolution and adopted


   the document as CPC Decision in Support of APEC Strategy on Destructive Fishing. 


   The US, WWF and the Marine Aquarium Council formed the redrafting committee.  





( Important components related to APEC strategy on destructive fishing were extracted


   from the drafted Resolution on Actions to Promote Sustainable and Equitable Practices 


   in the International Trade in Coral Reef Species in support to the adoption of the CPC 


   decision. Drafting group was formed by B. Best, L. Burke, partners from WWF, Thailand, MAC, 


   SPREP and WCMC. The CPC sought the strengthening of the said resolution after issues were 


   raised. 





( The CPC agreed to form an informal working group, led by the US, to determine a better 


  approach of taking up trade issues in the CPC. Progress on the discussion and the determination 


  of a formal working group will be taken in the next CPC meeting.  








  








Marine Protected Areas





( Decision: After introduction by the US, the CPC agreed to redraft the resolution and adopted the 


  document as CPC Decision to Disseminate Scientific Consensus Findings on Marine 


  Reserves. The US, the Philippines, CORDIO and Tanzania formed the redrafting committee. 





( The CPC also agreed to disseminate the statement to coral reef stakeholders, particularly the 


   policy makers and managers as reference tools. The CPC noted that scientists who wish to 


   endorse this consensus statement may add their names to the list of signatories. 









































Fiber-Optic Cables





( Decision:  After introduction by B. Best (USA), the CPC Decision to  Create a Virtual Working 


  Group to Develop Guidance on Fiber Optic Cables was adopted. 





( The CPC agreed to form a working group to design guidance for national state and local 


  governments and coral reef mangers on the management and potential benefits of  the placement 


  of fiber-optic cables. 
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