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Background
1.

The work of the MPA Ad Hoc Committee was re-initiated with the new terms of reference
and new members at the Cozumel General Meeting. The committee’s task was to
provide a review report and draft statement pertaining to the WSSD 2012 MPA target to
the current meeting.

2.

ICRI has adopted four decisions on MPAs in the past, which encouraged facilitation of
establishment, improving management and monitoring, dissemination of scientific
findings, and in relevance to coral bleaching (Annex 1). However, ICRI has not
addressed the issue of developing MPA networks as a contribution to the global target.

3.

The review of ICRI members’ targets and status of implementation pertaining to MPA
Networking and the global target was undertaken by literature review and member’s
verification (Annex 2).

4.

This proposal seeks to facilitate ICRI members’ further commitment and collaboration in
developing MPA networks to conserve coral reefs and related ecosystems and hence to
contribute to the WSSD MPA target.

Action Requested
5.

The General Meeting members are invited to:
a. Note and report back the results of the review and refer to the other member’s
activities to further facilitate MPA networking activities at all levels.
b. Discuss and adopt the draft ICRI Recommendation on developing MPA Networks.
c. Adopt dissolving the MPA Ad Hoc Committee by the current work.

Recommendation on Developing MPA Networks
Recognizing the WSSD 2002 decision and the CBD COP-7 commitment to the establishment
of representative networks of marine protected areas (MPAs) by 2012,
Noting the CBD COP-7 decision that laid out processes and time-bound targets to be
achieved by 2012, and the CBD COP-8 decision that there should be effective conservation
of at least 10% of each of the world’s marine and coastal ecological regions by 2010,
Noting that the status and approaches vary considerably among ICRI member countries and
regions, and while there are some ICRI member countries and regions that are advanced
and/or establishing well-defined targets--in many cases in cooperation with NGOs, scientific
communities, indigenous and local communities--there are other countries still in a
developing stage,
Further noting that there is a pressing need to take best efforts in developing MPA Networks
at all levels to conserve and effectively manage vulnerable coral reefs and related
ecosystems, irrespective of current status or targets, in order to stop and reverse their
degradation,

ICRI decides to encourage ICRI members to:
Take urgent actions to meet the MPA targets set by the WSSD and CBD to establish and
effectively manage representative regional and national networks of MPAs that include coral
reefs and related ecosystems, through the application of ecosystem approach and the
precautionary principle, and including but not limited to:
i)

Facilitate intra-regional and inter-regional cooperation utilizing, inter alia, relevant
networks and meetings, including ICRI General Meeting;

ii)

Develop ecological criteria for the identification of marine and coastal areas that include
coral reefs and related ecosystems in need of protection;

iii) Contribute to update, no later than 2010, existing global and regional spatial databases
on existing and planned MPAs that include coral reefs and related ecosystems;
iv) Use information from these databases and additional analyses to identify gaps in current
MPA coverage that need to be filled in order to meet the goal of creating representative
networks;
v)

Undertake efforts to determine the effectiveness of existing MPAs in meeting their
objectives and to use the results of these assessments to improve MPA management;

vi) Encourage bilateral and multilateral donor agencies to support countries that are making
significant political and financial commitments to expand and improve the management
of their MPA networks, especially those that include coral reefs and related ecosystems,
with a view to achieving long term financial sustainability of these MPA networks; and
vii) Encourage the establishment/inclusion in networks of MPAs, of alternatives to Marine
Protected Areas, sensu stricto, in places where MPAs are politically or socially not
feasible or where they may be a more appropriate option (i.e., open ocean). Such
alternatives include Marine Management Areas or Marine Extractive Reserves which can
substantially increase the overall marine area under effective governance by allowing
sustainable exploitation of non-threatened species in a limited access regime.

Annex 1. ICRI Decisions on MPAs
Time and
Location

ICRI Decision’s title

ICRI agreed to:

Gland, May
2003

Decision on Improving Monitoring
in MPAs

Maputo,
November
2001

Coral Bleaching and Marine
Protected Areas: Monitoring,
Management and MPA Design

Cebu, April
2001

Decision to Disseminate
Scientific Consensus Findings on
Marine Reserves

Specifically encourage that the agencies responsible for the ICRAN Demonstration, World Heritage, Man and the Biosphere, and
Ramsar Sites increase the level of coral reef ecological and socio-economic monitoring, and assist the GCRMN with its reporting
function to document the status of the world’s coral reefs and record progress in monitoring and management of Marine
Protected Areas;
Encourage that governments and agencies responsible for establishing and managing MPAs ensure that regular and effective
ecological and socio-economic monitoring be built into all MPA Management Plans and that monitoring data be provided to the
GCRMN;
Request the ICRI Secretariat write to the responsible governments and agencies encouraging increased monitoring and offering
the advice and assistance of ICRI and the GCRMN in implementing coral reef monitoring.
Endorses The NGO led activity initiatived by The Nature Conservancy Wildlife Fund (WWF) to establish some science-based
principals current MPAs to mitigate the impacts of coral bleaching and optimize recovery
Endorses Holding a dedicated session at ITMEMS 2 on monitoring understand and mitigate coral bleaching impact on coral
reefs.
Encourages Members of the TNC/WWF initiative to work with ICRI learning and opportunities for collection of relevant data
presented initiatives.
Encourages Members of the TNC/WWF initiative to work with ICRI results and lessons learned generally available through the
production such as guidelines on monitoring methods for bleaching.
ICRI partners agreed to disseminate the Statement to coral reef stakeholders, particularly policy makers and managers, as a tool
for their reference. It was noted that scientists who wish to endorse this Consensus Statement may add their names to the list of
signatories.

Noumea,
May 2000

Recommendation on Marine
Protected Areas

Increase the use of marine protected areas, including replenishment zones as one of the best tools to protect ecosystem
functioning and productivity;
Encourage efforts among ICRI partners to facilitate establishment of marine protected areas of adequate size, biogeographic
representativeness, and to ensure management capacity to enhance management effectiveness, using an ecosystem approach,
and thereby enhance the development of a global network of coral reef marine protected areas;
Encourage ICRI partners to promote the listing of other coral reef sites and associated ecosystems under the World Heritage
Convention, Ramsar, and Man and the Biosphere site and other regional agreements, and properly recognise the coral reef
components of existing listed sites;
Promote integrated management of small MPAs into the management of surrounding coastal areas, where effective integrated
coastal management exists;
Improve coordination and enhance collaboration on marine protected areas, including replenishment zones as recommended by
ITMEMS and to that end, create an ad hoc working group to discuss ICRI strategies for collaboration and actions, including
targets and time tables for designation and report at the next meeting of the CPC in Bali;
Develop a strategy to promote sustainable coral fishery strategies, in particular, promotion of replenishment zones through
FAO/Committee on Fisheries regional bodies in 2000 (Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission) and at COFI in 2001;
Cooperate with IUCN and its members, FAO, UNEP, CBD, UNDP and other relevant international organizations and programs to
promote the application of replenishment zones as a vital tool for the maintenance of ecological functions, including productivity,
which can result in more sustainable fisheries management and conservation on biological diversity.
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